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Jerusalem was at th is  date (1855) the centre o f a great 
tumult among the people, the mountaineers o f Palestine having 
suddenly risen  in general reb e llion  against the government 
o f Egypt. That; government, however, maintained it s  supremacy, 
and the whole country o f Syria, under the sway o f the Pacha 
o f Egypt, was soon disarmed and qu ie t. In 1836, the Committee, 
in  surveying th is  f ie ld ,  were able to  say, "Almost every change 
opens the door s t i l l  w ider fo r missionary work. Pebanon is  
completely open, missionaries can go where they p lease. She 
Druse population in particu lar have been rendered accessib le 
to  the tru th . They are frequently seen at the chapel o f the 
m ission." At Jerusalem, Hr. Whiting found much encouragement 
in the d is tr ibu tion  o f books and tracts  among the p ilgrim s 
who v is ite d  the holy C ity from a l l  quarters. A school was 
also in operation there, and a few Moslem g ir ls  were learning 
to read and sew.
The station  at Jerusalem was reported th is year (1843) as 
having been suspended, the missionary, Mr. V/hit ing, having 
joined lor. Thompson and Dr. Van Dyck at Abeih.
The years 1844 and 1845 were distinguished by a sudden and 
wonderful Protestant movement at Hasbeiya, a v i l la g e  at the 
foot at Mount Eerrnon, containing a population o f about 4,000, 
composed o f Greek Arabs, Maronites, Greek Catholics, Jews and 
Druses. In February, 1844, the brethern o f Beirut were 
v is ite d  by a party o f about 50 men o f the Greek Arabs o f 
Hasbeiya, who declared th e ir  in tention to become Protestants, 
and asked fo r m inisters and teachers. A fter  much conversation 
with them, i t  was agreed that a native assistant should be sent 
to them, and that i f  his report o f th eir case was favorable, 
the m issionaries would v i s i t  them. The in te llig en ce  proved o f 
so in teres tin g  a character, that in May, Messrs. Smith and 
Whiting proceeded to  Hasbeiya, when they were convinced that 
they had been too slow to c red it the s in ce r ity  o f these pro­
fessed Protestants. They amounted to about 150 men, besides 
women and children, and among them were some o f the most 
respectable men in the v i l la g e ,  and a large proportion o f
enterprizing young men. -------- In June, one month la te r ,
another missionary v is ite d  Hasbeiya, and wrote: "The Protestants 
hold out and increase in numbers. They are increasing in 
knowledge a lso; some o f them quite ra p id ly . The school has 
40 to 50 scholars, and we must establish  another soon." In 
July Mr. Whiting wrote: "We cannot but fe e l  much anxiety fo r  
th is l i t t l e  band o f Protestants, im perfectly instructed as 
they are, but up to  th is  time, although very strong e ffo r ts  
have been made to induce them to return to the Greek Church, 
they have, with very few exceptions, remained firm  in th e ir  
adherence to the tru th ."
FROM Cyclopedia o f Missions—ITewcomb—Scribner 1855





Son of John and Lydia Le ffingw e ll Whiting,
Born August 30, 1801,
Died November 8, 1855 at Beirut, Syria ,
He graduated at Union College in 1824.
Married December, 1829, Matilda S. Ward, of Newark,
New Jersey, and they went to Syria , as missionaries of 
the .American Board, For twenty-five years, he labored  
with zeal and success, - - o f  which the f i l e s  o f the 
Missionary Herald furnish abundant p ro o f ,— both at Beirut, 
Jerusalem, and other places, ending his l i f e  while engaged 
in the work. He was probably the f i r s t  descendant of  
Thomas Leffingw ell to v i s i t  the Holy Land.
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